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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

SCRUTINISING DEATH PENALTY 
The Supreme Court to institutionalise a mechanism through which crucial information of the person 

who has been condemned to death can be gathered and placed on record before trial judges. 

What the Apex court said? 

 The apex court opined that the courts may be opting for the death penalty in hurry, thus 

making the pronouncement hasty. 

 Very little efforts are made by the trial courts to understand the circumstances under which a 

person committed the crime. 

 Under the new mechanism, trial judges would be assisted by ‘mitigation experts’ to aid the 

judicial process of determining punishment. 

 The decision is seen as a sign of the judiciary veering away from the death penalty. 

 Court said that the 'one-size-fits-all' approach while considering mitigating factors during 

sentencing should end. A more enlightened approach has to be evolved. 

 Hence, the court asked the Attorney General to assist them in institutionalising a mechanism through 

which information crucial to the convict can be gathered and placed on record before trial judges. 

Mitigation Experts 
 ‘Mitigation expert’ would be a qualified professional with unhindered access to the convict's 

past, ought to be at the center of this change in outlook. 

 He would have expertise in fields as varied as social work, sociology, anthropology, 

criminology, psychology and other social sciences. 

 They would interview the convicts, their families, friends and others associated with the 

prisoners and their past to draw a complete picture. 

 The data would then be placed before a trial judge to aid in the judicial process of determining 

the punishment. 

Death Penalty in India 

What is death penalty? 

 Death penalty or capital punishment is the highest degree of punishment that can be awarded 

to an individual under specified penal law in force. 

 It is a legally backed instrument used by the state to take an individual’s life. It has been in 

existence since the inception of the State itself. 

History in India: 

 During the British raj, there were countless instances of Indians being hanged after trial or even 

before it. The dawn of Independence brought about a new era in the judicial system of India 

 Post Independence, India became a democratic state, and the system of awarding death 

penalties too changed drastically. The Indian Penal Code in accordance with the provisions 

enshrined in the Constitution of India provided for awarding of capital punishment for certain 

specific offences. 

 Art. 21 of the Constitution, which guarantees to every citizen the fundamental right to life, also 

expressly states, “no person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to 

procedure established by law." 

 Hence, under no circumstances your ‘right to live’ will be taken away from you except by the 

due procedure established by law. 

Arguments in favour of Death Penalty 
 Deterrence: Proponents of death penalty argue that it creates deterrenace and brings down the 

level of grave crimes in the society 

 Retribution: It's argued that perpetrators should get what they deserve. If they have committed 

a crime they should get the punishment in proportion. 

 Specificity of the death sentence: Certain nations have peculiar security concerns which are not often 

universal. Example: India has been a repeated victim of terrorism and also had faced secession issues. 

Hence proponents argue that such national security concerns require death sentences. 

 Gravest of grave crimes: Some crimes are too grave for letting death penalty go. Example: 

Nirbhaya case in Delhi. 

Arguments against Death Penalty 
 Its opponents argue that statistically, death penalty has not brought deterence in the nature of 

heinous crimes. 
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 From an ethical perspective, retribution should be done away with. Rather, the criminal justice 

system should be reformative. 

 Chances of an innocent getting executed remains as human errors in judicial proceedings cant 

be ruled out. 

Way Ahead 

 Not much efforts are made to dig deeper into a convict's childhood experiences, history of 

physical and mental health issues, exposure to traumatic events and social and cultural factors 

crucial for doing an informed inquiry. 

 The coming up of ‘mitigation experts’ will make the trial court judges have a holistic view about the 

circumstances the convict committed the crime.Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM 

1. All-India Household Consumer Expenditure Survey 
All-India Household Consumer Expenditure Survey is set to resume this year after a prolonged break. 

About All-India Household Consumer Expenditure Survey 

 It is usually conducted by the National Statistical Office (NSO) every five years. 

 It was used to arrive at estimates of poverty levels in different parts of the country . 

 It is used to review economic indicators like the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), since 2011–12.  

 The Survey is conducted between July and June . 

 This year’s exercise is expected to be completed by June 2023. 

 Estimates of household Monthly Per Capita Consumer Expenditure (MPCE) and the 

distribution of households and persons over different MPCE classes  may only become 

available about a year after the field work is completed. 

 The results will include separate data sets for rural and urban parts, and also splice spending 

patterns for each State and Union Territory, as well as different socio–economic groups. 

2. Pranahita River 
Maha Harathi and other special rituals marked the grand finale of the 12-day Pranahita river festival. 

 The mega river festival is dedicated to worshipping the Pranahita. 

About Pranahita River 
 It is a perennial river that provides sufficient water and food for wild creatures. 

 It is  a tributary of river Godavari and flows through Pranahita Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 It flows along the border of Gadchiroli district in Maharashtra and Adilabad district in 

Telangana. 

Tributaries : 
 Mamda, Nagul vagu, Wil Vagu, Pedda Vagu, Madharam, Bamar, Dongri, Patra. 

3. Space Bricks 
Indian Space Research Organisation and the Indian Institute of Science have developed a sustainable 

process of making bricks on the moon. 

About 

Bricks 

 The process uses urea, lunar soil, bacteria and guar beans in the making of these bricks. 

Process 
 The process of creating these bricks involves using urea which can be readily found in human 

urine and mixing it with lunar soil are the raw materials. 

 Adding guar gum that is extracted from guar beans. 

 Another option is using a bacterium called Sporosarcina pasteurii, they found, which produces 

calcium carbonate crystals through a metabolic pathway called the ureolytic cycle. 

Significance 

 It could be useful in building self-sustaining structures on the moon. 

 Many countries have hopes of sending humans to the moon, Mars and the outer planets of our 

solar system. 

 ISRO is working on sending the first human being to orbit in the Gaganyaan mission, slated 

for 2022. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Q1. Over the years, a number of differences have emerged between India and Nepal that need 

attention. India needs to be a sensitive and generous partner for the “neighbourhood first” policy to 

take root. Comment (250 words) 



 

 

 

3 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  28 APRIL 2022 

Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph.: 8984111101, 8093083555. Web: www.vanikias.com, E-mail: vaniksias@gmail.com 

Introduction 

Nepal is an important neighbour of India and occupies special significance in its foreign policy because of 

the geographic, historical, cultural and economic linkages/ties that span centuries. India and Nepal share 

similar ties in terms of Hinduism and Buddhism with Buddha’s birthplace Lumbini located in present day 

Nepal. Over the past few years, we have been witness to the deteriorating India-Nepal relations. Reserves 

of goodwill which India had accumulated is fast depleting in Nepal. 

 Recently Nepal’s Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba visited India, four years after a Nepali 

leader visited New Delhi. It is the first bilateral visit abroad for Mr. Deuba who leads an elected 

government. 

Body 

Need of a rebalancing India Nepal ties 

 Nepal shares borders with 5 Indian states- Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Sikkim and 

Bihar and with free movement of people and thereby acting as an important point of cultural and 

economic exchange in India-Nepal relations. 

 Nepal unveiled a new political map that claimed strategically important land Kalapani, 

Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh of Uttarakhand as part of its sovereign territory. 

 The misunderstanding created during the constitution framing / Madhesi agitation changed the 

entire gamut of relations between India and Nepal. 

 Internal Security is a major concern for India; Indo-Nepal border is virtually open and lightly 

policed which is exploited by terrorist outfits and insurgent groups from North Eastern part of 

India eg. supply of trained cadres, fake Indian currency. 

 Nepal over the years has witnessed chronic political instability, including a 10-year violent 

insurgency, damaging Nepal’s development and economy. 

 There is anti-India feeling among certain ethnic groups in Nepal which emanates from the 

perception that India indulges too much in Nepal and tinkers with their political sovereignty. 

 The establishment of diplomatic relations between Nepal and China and its growing influence in 

Nepal has resulted in declining traditional leverage of India in Nepal. 

 Overtime trust deficit has widened between India-Nepal because of the Indian reputation for 

delaying implementation of various projects. 

 The Mahakali agreement has remained in limbo for over two decades. In 2008, the collapse of 

Koshi’s embankment unleashed massive flooding, highlighting India’s failure to take 

precautionary measures and its refusal to take responsibility. 

Prospects of India-Nepal Relations: 

Trade and economy: 

 India is Nepal’s largest trade partner and the largest source of foreign investments, besides 

providing transit for almost the entire third country trade of Nepal. 

 Indian firms engage in manufacturing, services (banking, insurance, dry port), power sector and 

tourism industries etc. 

Connectivity: 

 Nepal being a landlocked country, it is surrounded by India from three sides and one side is open 

towards Tibet which has very limited vehicular access. 

 India-Nepal has undertaken various connectivity programs to enhance people-to-people linkages 

and promote economic growth and development. 

 MOUs have been signed between both the governments for laying electric rail track linking 

Kathmandu with Raxaul in India. 

 India is looking to develop the inland waterways for the movement of cargo, within the framework 

of trade and transit arrangements, providing additional access to sea for Nepal calling it linking 

Sagarmath (Mt. Everest) with Sagar (Indian Ocean). 

Development Assistance: 
 Government of India provides development assistance to Nepal, focusing on creation of 

infrastructure at the grass-root level. 

 The areas assistance include infrastructure, health, water resources, and education and rural & 

community development. 

Defence Cooperation: 
 Bilateral defence cooperation includes assistance to Nepalese Army in its modernization through 

provision of equipment and training. 
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 The Gorkha Regiments of the Indian Army are raised partly by recruitment from hill districts of 

Nepal. 

 India from 2011, every year undertakes joint military exercise with Nepal known as Surya Kiran. 

Cultural: 
 There have been initiatives to promote people-to-people contacts in the area of art & culture, 

academics and media with different local bodies of Nepal. 

 India has signed three sister-city agreements for twinning of Kathmandu-Varanasi, Lumbini-

Bodhgaya and Janakpur-Ayodhya. 

Humanitarian Assistance: 

 Nepal lies in sensitive ecological fragile zone which is prone to earthquakes, floods causing 

massive damage to both life and money, whereby it remains the biggest recipient of India’s 

humanitarian assistance. 

Indian Community: 

 Huge number of Indians lives in Nepal, these include businessmen, traders, doctors, engineers and 

labourers (including seasonal/migratory in the construction sector). 

Multilateral Partnership: 

 India and Nepal shares multiple multilateral forums such as BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

and Nepal), BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation) NAM, and SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) etc. 

Way forward 

On border issue: 

 The two countries have managed to settle about 98% of the common border. 

 More than 8,500 boundary pillars have been installed reflecting the agreed alignment. 

 As both countries are laying claim to the same piece of land, the time has come for both countries 

to sit for talks to solve this issue. 

Completion of the ongoing process of updating the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship: 

 India must recognise that as in all other developing economies, Nepal’s aspirational young 

population is also looking beyond the open Indian border for opportunities, and its desire to turn 

his “land-locked” country into a “land-linked” country with a merchant navy must be considered 

positively.neighbours believe in its nuclear doctrine through effective confidence building 

measures. 

DAILY QUIZ 

Q1. With reference to Seafloor Spreading Theory, consider the following statements: 

1. It was propounded by famous geographer Richard Hartshorne. 

2. As per the theory, the ocean floor moves from trenches towards the mid-oceanic ridges. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) Neither 1 nor 2 (b) 2 only  (c) 1 and 2 only  (d) only 1 

Q2. With reference to Kuril Islands, consider the following statements: 

1. These are a set of four islands situated between the Sea of Okhotsk and the Indian Ocean . 

2. Both Russia and China claim sovereignty over them though the islands have been under Russian control 

since the end of World War II. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) Neither 1 nor 2 (b) 2 only  (c) 1 and 2 only  (d) only 1 

Q3. With reference to Pranahita river, consider the following statements: 

1. It is a perennial river that provides sufficient water and food for wild creatures 

2. It is a tributary of Godavari river. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) Neither 1 nor 2 (b) 2 only  (c) 1 and 2 both  (d) only 1 

Q4. With reference to the National Digital Health Mission (NDHM), consider the following statements: 

1. Under this, every Indian citizen will have unique health IDs, digitised health records with identifiers for 

doctors and health facilities. 

2. The initiative is implemented by respective states under the National Health Mission. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) Neither 1 nor 2 (b) 2 only  (c) 1 and 2 only  (d) only 1 

Q5. Recently seen in news, Falkland Islands is located in the: 

(a) South Pacific Ocean  (b) South Atlantic Ocean 

(c) West of the Strait of Magellan (d) None of the above 
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Q6. ‘Cotton-4’ is a negotiating group associated with which organization? 

a) World Trade Organization 

b) Food and Agricultural Organization 

c) International Fund for Agricultural Development 

d) World Food Programme 

Q7. Consider the following statement with reference to Protection of Women from Sexual Harassment (POSH) Act. 

1. The act provides for Every employer is required to constitute an Internal Complaints Committee at each 

office or branch with 10 or more employees. 

2. The  Complaints Committees have the powers of civil courts for gathering evidence 

Select the incorrect statement using the code given below  

a) 1 only   b) 2 only   c) Both    d) None of the above    

Q8. Consider the following statements 

1. The  labour force consists of persons who are of age 15 years or older, and are unemployed and are 

willing to work only. 

2. In  India, the Labour force participation Rate  is not only lower than in the rest of the world but also 

falling in last five years . 

Choose the correct statement/s using the code below 

a) 1 only  b) 2 only  c) Both    d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q9. With reference to heat wave choose the correct statement using the codes given below 

1. IMD does not define heat wave 

2. According to Disaster Management act the heat wave is the above 45  degree C of a region whether it is 

plain or hilly topography  

Codes  

a) 1 only  b) 2 only  c) Both    d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q10. Consider the following with regards to Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) 

Act, or GNCTD Act, of 2021. 

1. The Bill provides that the term “government” referred to in any law made by the Legislative Assembly 

will imply Lieutenant Governor (LG) 

2. The Bill provides that such Rules must be consistent with the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 

Business in the Lok Sabha 

Choose the correct statement/s using the codes given below 

a) 1 only   b) 2 only   c) Both    d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Q11. Recently, the National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

released “the First Advance Estimates (FAE) of National Income” at both Constant  and Current Prices, for 

the financial year 2021-22 (or FY 22). The constant price based on which of the following year 

a) 2011-2012 b) 2012-1013  c) 2016-2017  d) 2017-2018 

Q12. Consider the following statement with regards to country’s status at WTO 

1. Recently  WTO withdraw  China’s status as a ‘developing country’ . 
2. The WTO has not defined ‘developed’ and ‘developing’ countries and therefore member countries are 

free to announce whether they are ‘developed’ or ‘developing’. 
Select the correct statement /s using the code given below 

a) 1 0nly  b) 2 only  c) Both    d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Q13. Consider the following about Henley passport Index 2022 

1. India has improved its passport power from the last report  

2. Japan and Singapore has world’s most powerful passport  

Choose the correct statement/s using the code given below 

a) 1 only  b) 2 only  c) Both   d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Q14. Consider the following statement with respect to recent bill introduced to amend   Wild life (protection) 

Act 1972 

1. Recently the act has been amended for the 2nd  time, with the last amendment having been made in 2006. 

2. The original act does not include plants protection under it  

3. The Bill provides for any person to voluntarily surrender any captive animals or animal products to the 

Chief Wild Life Warden , compensation will be paid to the person for surrendering such items. 

Select the incorrect statement using the code given below 

a) 1 and 2 only b) 2 and 3 only   c) 1 and 3 only  d) All of the above  

Q15. Which of the following is/ are tiger range country/ies  

1. Bangladesh 2. Sri lanka  3. Indonesia 4. India  5. Laos 

Choose the correct answer using the code given below 

a) 1 and 2 only b) 2 and 5 only  c) All except 2   d) All except 5 


